
AND PROSPERITY
(Conllnucd from First Pagc.)

ooimtios of P.ige. Rappahannock and Fau-
OLler tcntributory to lief, but her oros-

p'-riiy is not aione due to the rlch lands
that he nearby. Recently her natural ad-
vnntages as a manufacturing town have
bOJtnc known. and ir. the last year <e'.-

cr*i very Sne enterprises have located
l-.cre and Others aro prospective.
The FVont Koy.il Miliing Company, cap-

ital Slock JlS.OOO, with Mr. M. J. Fulton as

prosldcnt. has recently been incorporatcd
and Is building a large flourlng miil near
Cie Southern Railway depot. The capa¬
city wlll be one hundred barrels a day.
The l-'ront Royal Handle Factory and

llio Sump*i"ti Wagon Works are bpth
runnlng with incrcu-scd capacity and uo-

11:? wc:;.
Merchants Bay they have done a better

busmess this year than ever before.
The town has electric Hgbts, owned by

the town; also water works. owned by a

prK-Hto corporation; fine streets, weil
p.ivcd and laid out-
Local optlon has prcvalled here for

twenty years, and. on the whoie. has ot-en
!>¦ di H clal to the good of the town.
The Rand irph-Macon Acadcmy for boys

is also located here. It is in a very sood
condition. The Roberta Macatee Institute.
a school for giris. was' also organized this
ycir.

HARRISONBURG.
An Incrensr* in All Times Over (l>a

Previous Vonr.
HAP.insaxitrRG. va., ucc r.i.Spc-

cial..llarrisonbarg has sbarcd in the

general prosperity during the past year.
Ail business h;is 'been in advan '0 of 1S99.
Xo 'business failurc has occurr^d. ln al-
most every line of business there have
been addttions. Another natiorAtii bank
Jias been established, and is prospering.
Another large flour and f>od mill has
¦been buiit and is in operation. A new

C'gar factory has be-.-n opened, and sev¬

eral additiohal grocery niid general mer¬

chandise stores havo been opened; also
a new and large drug More.
A number of desirable dwellings have

foecn buiit, and there has been an ap-
preciablo increase in tiie value of real
estate. The rate -of eorporation t.ixes
lias been slightly increased. owirjg to a

system of sewerage liaving been laid dur¬
ing the year. Tlie rate of county taxes
has been -deereased. There have boen no

lires occasioning mentionable loss, which
.fact is largely due to the very efhclent
lire department and its abundant supply
of water.
The raKronds havo done a larger busi¬

ness than for some years pr-evious. The
oxprei-s -companies have also had an in¬
creased business.
Xegotiations are pending for an early

extension of the Chesapeake and West¬
ern railroad from its Ic-rminus in tlie
ti^stern part of the _county through the
imountains into West Virginia.
The census report. made pubiic recently.

shows an increase in pouiation for Har-
risonburg several points of per cent.
preater than the increase of her neigh-
boring sister cities.

CHRISTIANSBURG.
Centct-ofa Fine Soction "Whcre People

Pay Their Way as 'I hey Go.
(Speclal Dlspatch 1o Tlio Times.)

CIIRISTIAXSHURG. VA., Dec. ::l.This
is one of the few towns on the railroad in
Southwest Virginia that was not sfruck
by tlie boom several years ago when this
entire section of Uie State was wild over

Siiecuiatijn.
The progress during the past twelve

months has been more marked than that
of any previous year in the last deeade.
Frobabiy tne most notable improvement

of the year was ihe putting in of an

electric-lighf plant by the Town Coun¬
cil. and after tlie first of .January the"
streets, business houses and many resi-
dt-.i^:,-* will 1x? liglited by electricity. The
progressivc Council has also kept up the
work begun two years ago. by putting Shil-
howie vitritied brick on the s'ldewallcs
of all the streets in tlie town, so that no-*
one can go anywhere in the priucipaj
parts of the town and have city siJe-
.waiks 10 walk over.

The most notable event in ihe business
line was the opening of a large retail
dry goods store by J. Kyle Montague &
Sons. 011 tlie corner of Main and Depot
Streetf. the Ist of October, and. as Mr.
Montague was one- Ibefore ln the same

business at the same stand, and enjoyed a

very large custom, his old customers
Immedlately began to liork back to liim,
and he now enjoys a very larpe trade.
ln addition to tiie wholesale grocery "f
Aaron Graham Ai 1'".. which was estab¬
lished some fa-ix years ago. another one

was lannched in tlie early fall by Messrs.
Walters, Dillon & Harless and was build¬
ing ii], a. line custom, but Graliam <fc Co.
recently bought out tlie latter firm and
ls nreparing 10 rrect a large warehouse
at Cambria, in order i.> consolidate both
concerns and to be Uie better equipped to

supply an ini reasing trade.
All the merchants report. a good cusi brn

during the past year. and tlic-ir holiday
trade h-s exeeeded all records. One strik-
ins featun of their trade of the last few
yeara over tdat of former dnes is the
fact lhat such a large per cent. of their
customers do not ask for credit. but pay
as they :-ur, hase, either ;:i cash or pro¬
duce. so that tiie loss on bad account
has been reduced to the mlnlmum.

31 u ion.
(Spoclal Dlspatch 10 Tlie Times.)

MARIOX, December 31..Marlon has
cau->e to feel kindly towards tiie closlng
year. The census shows a snbstantlal gain
iu population. Local capital has erected a

splendid eledrlc-light plant- Quite an ad¬
dition has been made to the vitrified brick
-.avements. and tne pralonged litougtli of
last s'ummer failcd to dhnlnish the water
fupply. So it may be claimed tliat Marlon
is ono of the best watered, ii.siited and
pavr.d towns.in Virginia ol its size.
Tha c-ei.'si.s shows Smytln; county ;;ai-.i-

c-i 3.701 in population. only one other coun¬

ty m the Nlnth Distiict supVing a larger
inrrease.
Marlon Female Col!o?o has a larger

number of students ln aUendance than it
had lor many years, and tlie publ^c schools
were nevcr in such gcod shape as now.

Culpoiior.
(Speclal Dlspatch to The Times.)

CL'LPEPER. VA., Dec 3L. if improved
conditions evidence prosperity, then Cul-
peper rnav weil be content with her sur-
rour.dings. Within the last year. in ad¬
dition to Ihe Farmers* and Merchants"
Bank. long established. iliere have been
two aational bank*'.The Second Xationa:
and The Culpeper Xational added.all do-

Ing a good business and cbntributlng 10

a cheaper rate of interest
Several prh*ate residences have been

erected. and the new Masonic Temple
nearing completion will '¦«¦ an firmament
t'o the city. a thing of joy forever to the
Iraternity. A new enterprise-lighting Uie
town by electrisity.ls receiving support.
both among tt«f citlzens of the town and

i Council. and promises iii the near future
.tu be -one of the co.ivenlences. at leu^t to

j the riublic.

Itiir SJ..IH- Gap,
BIG STOXE GAP, VA.. Deeemi, - ol.

fipeclal.-At Ihe close of another year
this section has bright prospects before
it. The Blg Stone Gap Iron Compuuy's
furnace has been in continual operation
the entire year. and indicalions are gocd
for its conUnuuncc.
The coal mining operadons contagious

here are working full forces, and thelr
output Je on the continual increase. The
Virginia Coal and Iron Company, operat-
Ing at Stonega, are again putting life into
|ftl* cokc 0%'eas, whlch were for a short

time, in tho early fall idleness. to a

very limlted extcnt. The Virglnla Iron,
Coal and Coke Company. operating on

J>ooney's crcck. three miles from here,

j aro fast completing a large number of
coke overis.
The most Important event for Big Stone

Gap and the adjaccnt country, is the erec¬

tion of a. large school building. contract
for the building of whlch has just been
let by the school authbritles to R. L>.
Browii. a large contractor and buildcr,
residing here. This building when com-

pletd, will cost about ?LU000.00
The Virginia Tanning and Extract Com¬

pany. opcrated under the management of,
General R. A. Ayers, ex-attorney-gcneral
of the State, ls doing a fiourishing busl-
ncss, and they have laid in stock for the

I coming ycar's work of tons upon tons of
tan bark.
The United States Leather Company's

plant is fast being completed. and this
chestnut timber of whlch the forests
will be a very large consumer for our

contain an abundanre.
The timber of better grades from this

scctlon is finding its way in all the large
markets of the country, and whlle vast
forests have been deplctcd, large quanti-
ties of timber is yet in sight.
M. C.-McCorkle & Sons, of tliis place,

have recently acquired a very large boun-
dary of timber, and are now operating
their large mill at Appalachia, Va,; manu-

facturing all grades of timber.
Business generally has been good during

the year.

CHASE CITY.
A Compnratively New Town That is

'iaking- the Lo.iil in Business.
(Special Dispatch to Tlie Times.)

CHASE CITY, VA.. Dec. 31..This town
has made material advancement in the
closing year of the ccntury.
The Chase City Cigar and Cheroot Com¬

pany, an entcrprise of only two years'
standing. report an increase of manufact-
ured articles and saie.s of 100 per cent.
over the previous year. Shipments are
made to a dozen or more States of the
South and "West. A charter for the com¬
pany ha.s been applied for.
The Carolina and Virginia Tclephone

Company erected lines here this year and
commenced "operation in May.
On December 1st connection was made

and the town placed in communication
with twenty-nine towns over tlie same
lines in Virginia and North Carolina.
.More than a score of new residences

have been built here during the year, and
some of them of imposhig appearance.
Several large brick storc houses and
buildlngs for ihe mechanlcal trades have
been erected. The railroad company built
a nice reeeptiqn-room with separate apart-
ments for wljite and colored.
The proprietor of the Mineral Hotel and

Barnett Hotel says this has been a more

profitable year than the one previous-', and
that the sales of mineral water have in¬
creased 75 per cent.
As a market for leaf tobacco Chase City

rnnks v.-.itli ihe flrst of Southside Vlrginih.
T.;e warehouse books show over three
millions of pounds sold here in 1S99. From
the 1st of August of this' year to this
date there have been sold over one mil-
lion six hundred thousand pounds of the
new crop. The crop of 1900 is 25 per cent.
less than previous years, but, notwith-
standing, the saies here for 1900 have ex-

ceeded 1S99 fully 20 per cent.
The Methodlsts now ha.ve in cours'e of

construction a new church at an estimated
cost or £!.S00.
During the next year a town hall will

bc erected: a lot has heen bbught and plan
already drawn by W. C. West, of Rich¬
mond, architect.

ASHAKEUP AND SETTLE DOWN.

Newport N'cws on Solid Rasis Ris Year
Ahead. Greal Ship Conl racts=.

NEWPORT NEWS. VA., Dec. 01-Spe-
clal..Though the 1900 was not quite so

rioMus in Newport News as some former
years have been, it probably contribuled
more to the material welfare of the city
than any of the preceding years.
During the twelve months just gone by,

the city has completed and put into opera-
ftion a splendidly designed sewer system.
Two viaducts over the Chesapeake and
Ohio Railroad traefcs have been complet¬
ed and a third begun. Two of the prin-
cipal thoroughfares of the city have been
liandsomely pavc-d with shec-t asphalt,
and si.lewalks, that wero wont to strag-
gle. vaguely and uncertainly along the
streets, have assumed an air of pleasing
primness. as behooves the sidewalks of a

well-reg-ukited city. The new Aeademy
of Musie. one of the handsomest in the
State, is in its llrst season. A number of
splendid church buildings, begun last
year, have been completed and are now

occupied by rapidly-increasing congrega-
tions, and during the year several large
and striking business buildings, of the
most modern make. have been erected.
ln a word, the city has shaken off, to

a pcreeptible extcnt, its awkward nnd
ugly new'ness, and has donned 'the tailor-
madc garments of metropolitanism.
The Kederal 1 ankruptcy law has proven

a convenient, if unpicturesquc, cemetery
for a number of small concerns of a hope-
ful, though insubstantial eharacter.con-
cerns, whose proprietors, as a class, came
to this much-advertised Eldorada, witli-
out credit and without cash. expecting to

pick up money in tlie streets and to
gath'-r it from the bushes that grow along
the highways. There have been, how-
ever. nn large. failures, and whlle business
has been neither unprecendentedly large,
nor of a cliaractr especially worth cliron-
icling, it has been generally good.
There isn't a merchant in the city, who

has made a fortune this year. There isn't
one, howevcr. who has lost one. ln times
gone by, there was an overproduction in
the mercanti'e business.an overproduc¬
tion. whieh tlie law of suimly and de¬
mand has eliminated from the trade equa-
tion. ln a more or less gentle shaking-
up, the largest stones have come to the
top. and the littest have survived.
There are not so many doctors in the

comniunlty as there used to be, and
"peace on eartli. good will toward men,"
rinss truer when it is known that there
has been a slight decrease iu the number
of lawyers.
As a port and a ship-building ccntrc,

the business of the city was phenonieiiHl-
ly good this year. The reeeipts of the
Custom House doubled. The reeeipts of
ihe post-offiee increased 33 1-3 per cent.
The pay-roll at the shipyaid was larger

all the year round than ever before. Ex¬
ports show an increase over last. year of
about three million dollars. The coal
business was in the neighborhood of a
half a million tons better than that of
1S99.

lt is pleasant to be abie to state with
absolute assurunee and without a tinge
of extravagance, that the new year flnds
the prospects here better than ever be¬
fore. Tlie shipyard, with its Government
work, its huge Paciiic Mail liners; its
Morgan boats, its remarkable repairing
work, has its ways and doeks crowded.
and now pays off about six thousand men
everv Saturday afternoon. Uncle Sam
has just awarded the concern a contract
Involvlng the expenditure of ?ll.iiOO,<xK>,
and much private work is in sight. The
railroad and shipping business is increas-
ing steadily and fa'pidiy, requiring the
employmeht of an increased number of

The Virginia State Insurance Company
spends thousanq.s of dollars in this clty
for printlng, advertising, etc. We prac-
tice what we usfc.patroiiize home insti-
tutior.s.

A. I,. tEEASANTS, Agent.

HOW ARE YOUir. NERVES? If you
are easily "flustratei." can't sleep and
feel unrefreshed in the mornlng', your
nerves are weak. J^ood's Sarsaparilla
makes the nerves strong by making the
blood rich and pure. \

Sick headache is cured by Hood's Pills.

Why 36 youj not patr»nlze the hun-
dreds of stockliolders by insuring with
the Virginia Sti.te Insurance Company?

men about the termlnal of piers.
The clty expects to do about one hun-

dred and'fifty thousar.d dollar's worth of
pavlng during the year; four additional
school buildings will be erected and two
new engine-houses. The fire department
will be enlarged. and its ability increased
by the addition of two new engines and
other equipments Several churches, now
in process of construction, will be com¬

pleted early in the year. A new electric
railway and a new electric light co. will
be in operation before the end of the first
year of the twentieth century. A new

plar.ing mlll ls being buiit and other small
industries will probably bo located, to
give employment to a certain class of
labor that has not, heretofore, been ac-
commodatcd on the peninsula.
And, best of all, there is a solfdity

about the city that has not been noted
in years gone by, that augurs well for
the future.

BUILDING A GREAT CITY.
Wonifjerful Icidustrial Deyelopment in

Norfolk .iiid Vicinity.
(Speclal Dispatch to The Times.)

XORFOLIC, VA.. Dec. 31..Xorfoik,
Portsmouth. Bcrkicy, Ea.mberfs- Polnt,
Port Xorfoik. Pinner's Point and Sojtti
Xorfoik, which are praeiically one town,
have forged ahead faster within the past
year than in any year during their his¬
tory. More enterprises have been launched
and more carried to completion than ever
before within twelve months.
Some idea. of the progress made in Xor¬

foik county, in which ail these towns are.
and in which are now, as tlie Un'ted
States census of 1&00 revealed, in round
numbers 120,000 people, is eonveyed when
the following facts, all of wh.ch relate to

happenings within the year 1900 are told.
LACMBERT'S POLNT.

At Lambert's Point the Xorfoik and
Western Railway Company have begun
the crection of what wiil be the linest
coal picr on the Atlantic Coast. This pier
will be &00 feet long, S5 feet high and about
100 feet wide. It will cost exceeding $100,-
000. The pier will be of steel upon a

foundation of piling caissons and concrete.
Ihe piles, 3,500 in number, have been
firlven, and the approach to pier is
being dredged to a depth of 30 feet so

that the Iargest ships may come along-
side to coal. The pier will bo completed
during the coming ysar. lt is needed as

tlie present piers cannot dump coal into.
the ships fast enough.

MANY YESSELS.
NtarTy one thousand foreign vesseis.

mainly steamships, have sailed from Lam-
bert's Polnt for ports across the sea. Dur¬
ing the same period nearly three thou¬
sand American vesseis have saiied from
this port for other Cnited States coasts.
This .harbor is alive with ships these

days, and those who liye tilong tlie shore
may hear at night. drowining tlie gull's
shrii; cry. the ereaking b'.ocks. ns- sails
are hoisted. and the clank of chains in
hawse poies as anchors are heaved when
schor.ners. the win-.l favoring, '-he prepar-
ing to put to sea.
And at night. also. (hey may see aimost

momentarily the iights of passing steam-
ers. as thesa come into the inner har¬
bor.

NEW ELECTRIC L-LNE.
Within the year tlie Xorfoik and Seweil's

Point Electric Railway has' been complet¬
ed and affords rapid transit between Xor¬
foik and Sewell's Point.
At Sewees Point a steamer meets the

trains. and ferries passeng-ers across

Ilampton Roads between Xorfoik and the

peninsula on which OldPoint is located.
This railway, which is now building: a

splendid depot on Plume Street, in the
heart of Xorfoik, cost some $300,000. Its

new depot faces Xorfolk's new public
building. in which the post-ofiice and
Unlted States Court are housc-d.
This building. which cost the Govern-

ment $200,000 is of granite, Indian lime-
stone and steel.. lt is a beautiful and
substantial modern structure buiit on

the corner of Plume and Atlantic Streets,
two squares from the old post-office.

SILK MILLS.
Within the vcar the Xorfoik Silk Mills at

Lamberts Point began the manufacture
of broad silks (dress silks). Something
like two hnndred thousand dollars, mainly
Xew York and Philadclphia capital is in-

vested in this enterprisc Local labor

is mainly employed, and some three hun-

dred giris will be given a place when the

force now being tralned is full
Three splendid public-school buildings

have been buiit this year, and are now oc-

cupied. These cost Xorfoik more than

$50,000.
Several miles of asphalt paved streets

have been added during the past year.

and many of Xorfolk's streets. both in

the west-end and in Brambleton have
been greatly improved.

FILTER PLAXT.
Xorfoik secured an abundance of good

water within the past year, her fitter

plant and water reservbirs having been

completed at a cost of something over

$150,000. Much credit must be accorded
Mayor C. Brooks Johnston for public wo k
acoomplished during his administration
A large number of business buildings

have been erected in tiie past year in

Xorfoik propcr. Largest of these is the

one on Main Street, occupied by Miller &
Rhoads and Company, department dry-
goods store.
Near this a handsome building. occuptc-d

by ( tiapman & Jakeman, jcwelers, has

just been completed. A large building is

also projected adjoining Miller & Rhoads,
,,, Granby Street. A great many fine
business blocks were erected within the

NEW THEATRES.
Tiie last one ls a liandsome tlieatre, the

Srandv Theatre, which Mr. Leath, of

FtlOimond, wlll conduct as a high-class
vaudeville house. Van Wyck's Academy
>f .Music v.-as relitted during the year now

closing. A moderate furtune was spent
on the house. *

St Vincent's Hospital, partially destroy-
ed by li'-e has been rebuilt and enlarged.
i. magnUicent institution it is now, since

S200 000 was spent on it during the year.
lt will he formally oper.ed in about stxty

days, but is even now liilcd with pa-

\ Virge building is being erected in

Gtoent which wiil be occupied by Miss

Alice Douglass West, who conducts Nor-

oU<\s famous private seminary for- glrls',
known as Leaclie-Wood Semtnary.
Xot far away Dr. Southgate Lelgh ts

prcparing to build a large santtarntm.

V real estate expert says that Xorfoik
¦utilds a house a day. and has been doing
«o for vears. He holds that for two years
;::-¦- tlie number of residences buiit has

:"-eatly exceeded this average.
= '""hat oid landmark.the Purnell Hoitse-

once a locallv famous hotel, is now one

of the finest furniture stores in Uie eoun-

t-v lt i* occupied by John Wilhs, Jr., and

was rebuilt for him at a cost of some

5^3,'j'iO. PORTSMOUTH.
At Portsmouth the industrial develop-

ment has also been great.
Portsmouth lias now a first-class hotel

and an excelient theatre, both buiit this

vear. There has been great actlvity at

Portsmouth in building, both business

houses and homes.
Especially a: Port Xorfoik and there-

abouts has" the building of residences gone
on briskly during the past year.

BBRKLEV.
\t B»rklev the Union Stock-Yards Com-

panv are building ihe most extensive

<oc'k-vards .east of East St. Louis. Mo

Mammoth yards are betng constructed
there. which shall have more than five

hundred stalls for horses and c-attie Ihe

exportation of stock from this port on

a' lar-e scale is dpparently contemplated.
Eve-v rail and water line c-ntering Xorfoik
.-= Interested in this stock-yard. whtch is

oVthe* belt-line railroad. The yard will

be for freight lines. and will biil stock
direct from the yards and there receive
it uireetlv from t'ne shippers.

"COTTOX SEED OIL.
>? i^rkley, also, the Cottor.-Seed Oil

and F bre Company have just begun to

operate a plant manufacturing cotton,
cotton-seed oil and products of cotton-

Pted. This plant cost more than $150,000.
Jomes Pollock, of Puiladelphia, is the
Icading epirit in 'the cotton;

'JTc last enterprise at Norfolk is the
Norfolk Heatr Eight and Power Com-,
P&cy. Tney are-erecting a plant on Water
Street, and .will eniploy some $300,000 ih
electncally heating and lighting Norfolk.
Mr. W. D. Pender is managing Ihis en¬

terprise for Philarlelphia capitalists.
Tho plant shouid be flnished wlthiu a

couple of montiib.
COLD STORAGE.

The Norfolk Cold Storage Company have
piped the business district within the past
year and Norfolk business men have
cold storage in their stores wheuever re-

ouired. A large investment was made
in this enterprise. Business generally
hereabouts has prospered exceeding dur¬
ing the year now closing. Merchants
are very well satisfied. especially wlth
the holiday trade, whieh is generally ad-
mitted to have been the best ever had
here. Norfolk is creeping up among the
blgg-er cities, and svhen the various towns
in Norfolk county are cnnsolidated, whlch
consummation will probably not long be

delayed, this will be the largest city in

Virginia.
A GENTLB HINT.

Richmond would do well to look about
and see if there is not something she can

anriex, for Norfolk and Portsmouth are

smiling at each other ai.ross the Eliza-
beth. and there arc signs that a marriage
license may be issued to parties here¬

abouts when the Legislature meets. Soon-
er or later all these towns about this har-
bor will be one.

A HUSTLING M0U;,TAIN CITY,
Itadford Beomiig a Distiibtitins and

Mannl'acliuing C -iilrc.

(Speelal Dispatch to The Tiincs.)
RADPORD, VA.. Dec. 31..The industrial

review of the city of Radford for 1900
reveais'a healthful growth. Builders have
been busy, and all the resident work-
men. besldes some from other plaees,
have had steady employrnent throughout
the cntire year, erccting fu'cstantial brick
business houses and eomfortable homes.
Radford opei.ed during 1900 two up-to-

date hotels.one, "the Norwood," in the
East-End of the town: the other, "The
West-End Hotel," in the West Ward.
These hotels arc- stcam heated and mod-
ern in every respect.
The depot force has been increased,

bctausc of 20 per cenr, increase in the
amount of freight and express- handled.
The wholesale business, commenced this

year for the first time, has proven a

.suctiesy, and, .CRadfctfd rs beieoirjtng ia

disAributing point for the furuier South¬
west and t.io coal lields of West Vir¬
ginia.
What is known as the "country trade"

has more than douMed since '99. Th'= 's
such trade as corms from several miles
out in the country and from the surround-
ing counfcies of Flpyd, Pu'.nski and Giles,
brCKght here in wagorts. They come in
loaded with all k'.nds of country produce
and fruits, and take back famlly supplics
.:nri stock for small country stores. This
trade is iargely dependent upon good
roads, and Radford's Board of Trade has
been paying considerable attention to all
roads leading to town.
The electric company. organized by Dr.

George W. Miles', is just completing a

large power plant on Little river, two
mlies south of the city, with the view
of furnishing Hght and power at cheap
rates. TheNcompany offers power free for
o:ie year to factories. and thereafter at
$25 per horse-power. This is a very low
rate. and is already bearing frult.
Radford is now making at the Crane

furnace 1S0 tons of pig-iron per day. at
a greater protit per ton than any furnace
in Virginia, except one.
More city taxes were paid in before the

penalty of December than for any year
previous; also back taxes on lots- hitherto
puichased by the State are being paid
and property redee~ied.
City warrants are at par: tax rate is

low, and money in the treas-jry.
Tnken altogether, Itadford is in a

healthful, vigofous stage of growth.
Al least four-lifths of the child popu¬

lation attend iho Sabbatti schools. The
membership of the churches is away above
the average in proportion to population;
Sabbath observance is good, the day is

quiet and all the wheels of business; cease.

THE FOURTH LARGEST.
r.oanokc Gives Kvidencc of Substan-

iiai Fmprovement.
(Special Dispatch to The Times.)

ROANOKE, A'A-. Dec. 01..No city in
tiie State has made more solid progr-uss
:n the last year of the nineteenth century
than Roanoke. In population the census
returns place it as the fourth city in
the State.
lt is the largest city in the richest

section of Virginia. As to wealth, Roan¬
oke is not a rich city. if numerous men
of wealth determine that, but take the
population, ma.i end man. and few pla'ies
can show such an even distribution of
wealth. This is shown in the large number
of improvements in homes made during
the year, over 400 permlts having been
issuc-l for improvements to dwelling Iiomes.

W'hile no large buildings have been
erected in 1900, permits have been issued
for the erection of 114 dwelling houses, at

a total cost of $112,700. Work has also

been commenced oh St. Andrew's Church,
whieh wil! cost $110,003. Another Church
cr.sting $12,000 has been erected.
The Norfolk and Western Railroad has

built a large additton to its frog and switch
department; whieh gives emp!oym?nt to
s. veral hundred men. The Koanoko Street
Car line has just been equipped with new

cars: one of the best-cquipped hospitals
in the State has been established at a

cost of $20,000: the. city has expendod $50,-
000 in street and sewer improvements: a

ipw bank has been establ'.shcd. and best

of all, ma'chinery has been ordered for a

cetton mlll, whieh will be in operation
about the latter part of April.
Merchants report the best year in their

experience.
Tho jobhing business is steadily improv-

BurUoville.
(Special Dispatch to The Times.)

BURKBVILLE, VA.. Dec. 31.-During
1900 Uurke.ville took on new life. Many
buildings have been remodeled and nearl/
every one painted.
The Burkeville Roller Mills. J- L. Brad-

shaw & Co.. employing about twenty
hands, is doing a llne business.
The South-side Female Institute is hav¬

ing a splendid session with a large number

oTgirls and a competcnt corps- of teach-

The Burkeville Land Company has been
revived by home capitalists, and several
sales have been made.

Fi-edsricUslinry.
(Special Dispateh to The Timps.)

FREDERICK^BURG. VA., Dec. 31..

The painter's brush, the carpe-iter's ham-

me- and saw, the bricklayer's trowel have

all been busv in this city of renown in
war and peace during the days of 1900.
The meehanics, laborers, all found employ¬
rnent at remunerative wages. The mer¬

chants are up to date. The banks are full
of "spare change," and are do:ng a safe,
v.'.iscrvative business.
The year has been. most satisfactory.

Fredericksburg has shown real marxed

You have failed to add to Riehmond's
prosneritv if you have no poUcies with

your Clty Company-the Virginia State
insurance Company.

WILLIAMSON. TALLEY, Agent.

BLOWX TO ATOMS.
The old idea that the body sometimes

needs a powerful, drastic, purgative pill
has been exploded: for Dr. Klng's New
Life Pills, whlch are perfectly harmless,
"ently stimulate liver and bowels to ex-

pel poisonous matter, cleanse the system
and absolutely cure Consttpation and
Sick Headache. Only 25c. at Owens &
Mlnor Drug Co.'s drug store, oppostte
ppstoffice.
It makes no dlfference what agent con-

trols your In'surance, he will glve you a

Virginia State Policy if you request it.

and sufastantial Improvement in every de-
paitment'ol its buslness and trade. The
recelpts from taxes were'larger than ever
before. The municipal authorltles have
contracted fnr a new electric-Kgfrt plant,
by whi 'i the clty will be lighted by eiec-

triclty generated by the most mod«rn
machmery. Thls is in addition to the gas
works, owned by the city. The City Coun¬
cil has just determined on a system of
sewerage and street paving, and it has
also recently improved the court-house
grounds and surroundingtr.
There are several shoe factories here,

whieh employ a large number- of hanis.
The Washington Woolen Mills have re¬

cently changed owners and has takea 3n
new life. Its fabrics find a ready markjt.
The fiour and meal milis of Freder-
icksburg are crowded with orders. Here
is located one of the largest silk fac¬
tories south of the Potomac, whieh gives
steady employment to a very large num¬
ber of operatlves, composed largely of
girls and boys. The fourdries, including
Hunter's Plow Works, W. D. Williarn's
foundry and the Southern Foundry, are

still in the lead, and have had a prosper-
ous year, though the former has had to
mourn this year the loss of its head and
founded in the death of Charles E. Hunt-
er.
The rim. wtieel and spoke factories and

the wagon works are in more than a

fiourishing condltlon, and the large p:etde
factories furnish the tables of many a
hotel and restaurant with the best pickled
products.
From the two large sumac mills' here,

sumac extract of the best make is shipp-
ed for dying purposes to the worid's mar-
kcts.
.Many new structures have been erected

in the residential portion of the city
and on buslness streets-. In one of the
business buildings the Gonway, Gordon
and Garnett National Bank has recently
located, and in another the city Post-
office, Iitted- up with appliances, furniture
and tixtures of the handsomest and most
modern design, whlch render it one of the
best-equipped in the State, has been es-
tahlished.
One Of the new enterprises whieh will

be in opera'tion early in the new year, is
a large plant for manufacturing prepared
bricks of a superior quality. the capacity
oe whieh will be about 50,000 bricks per
day.

DAiWILLE.
Glnries in Good Streets, I-ixcelleiU
Rapid Trausit and MaiVufaclures.

(Special DispaU-o -.u -rce Tlmedj
DANVILLE, VA., Dec. 5-1..The past year

has been to Danville a continuation of the
previous year from a business standpoint.
The work on the streets, whieh was begun
last fall, has been completed, giving the
city one of the most 'heautiful business
and residental thoroughfares in her ".Main
Street" that can be found anywhere in
the State. The new depot, whieh was

completed during the past summer, is a
handsome editlee.
The street railway ran its flrst car

across the 'bridge on July 4th. The rail¬
way is unexcelled by any in the South.
The American Tobacco Company's new

cigarette plant has put hundreds of girls
to work and brought a large weekl'y pay-
roll into the city. The pants factory,
known as the Moratock iManufacturing
Company. is doing a fiourishing business,
though yet in its early stage. The pay-
rolls of this concern are also large.
Tlie knitting mlll has steadily improved

in its quaiity and quantity of its output,
and will also undergo-improvements very
shortiy.
The Postal Telegraph Company's line.

having reached this city, is a great lielp
to business interests. giving new life to

both the old -and the new companies.
A Y. M. C. A., having become extinct

several years ago. is being reorganized
and it is proposed to crect a handsome
building with g'ymnasium, and every
modern convenience.
During the past year Danville celebrated

its growth by a great Street Fair and
Carnival. under the ausplees of the Elks,
whose influence is greatly felt in this com-

munity.
Though the tobacco record, from a loose

leaf standpoint, has somewhat fallen short
of the previous year. whieh was a record-
breaker, th-3- eyes of the finaneiers and
business men are turning to cotton fac¬
tories and various other enterprizes.

BEDFORD CITY.
A Great Tobacco Town and the Great-

est Fruit County.
(Special Dispatch to The Times.)

BEDFORD CITY, VA., Dec. SI..ln
s'olid growth of business and new indus¬
tries the year just ended has been the
most notabie in the history of Bedford.
Every line of business has shown hand¬
some development.
Bedfortl City has always been an im¬

portant shipping point, but during the
past year the freight reeeipts at the
Norfolk and Western depot have shosvn
an increase of 33 1-3 per cent. A gain of
25 per cent. is noted in express matter
handled and a marked increase in pas-
senger travel. During the past summer

there was an increase of 50 per cent.
in passenger traffic.
The postoffice within the past year has

been rais'ed to second class and two new
clerks provided. Star routeb-- eoimeeted
with the office suppiy 40 oflices in
different seetions of the county and very
soon mail free delivcry will be estab-
lished.
A cigar factory turning out more of the

finished product than any lirm in the
Sixth District, has been built and flrmiy
cs'tablished. The largest leaf factory in
the place was erected during the sum¬

mer, to be used exclusively in prepanng
tobacco for European shipment. Manu-
facturers of plug and smoking have been
unusually active. and in plug a Bedford
factory still leads the Sixth District.
Messrs. J. A. Dooley & Co. have sold

3,500,000 pounds of leaf at their two ware-
houses, during the past ealendar year,
at an average price of $5.50 per hundr.-d.
and at the end of the tobacco seajon
it is expected that tho raarKet will show
a gain of 1.000,000 pounds over the for¬
mer year, whieh has been the rate of in¬
crease maintamed for the past two sea-
sor.s. This leaf is now boug'ht principally
for direct foreign shipment to Europe aud
several large buyers have recently es-

tablish'ed themselves on tln local floor.
Messrs W. R. and D. T. Saunders, of

Franklin county, have purchased the lot
on the corner of Bridge and Washington
Streets, on whieh to erect a large and
modern tobacco warehouse.
A new woolen mill has been erected

in 1900, and this is now being titted with
machinery by the owner, Mr. W. ('.
Haberer. The Bedford Mills Co., the e.ld
company, have been manufacturing at
rush speed during the entire year, for
the most part, the sky blue kerseys for
the army for whieh this mill is famous.
The mill c-mploys 100 hands and the out¬
put on Government goods for the year
has been over 200,000 broad yards, be-
sides dress goods of various' weaves and
patterns.
An ice factory with a daily capacity

of ten tons is now being built to cost
$10,000.
A stave factory, manufacturing barrel

staves on a large scale, will begin opera-
tions as soon as everything can be made
ready. The machinery for a cooperage
estubiishment making hogsheads for the
place and elsewhere has already been
shipned.
At the Paris Exposition, Tirgir.ia was

awarded a iirst prize on its display of
apples. These apples for the most part
are grown in Bedford county. and were
collected ln tlie fall of 1S00 by Hon. George
E- Murrell. president of the Bedford Hor-
ticultural Society. at the expense of the
United States Polmological Dc-partment.
Mr. Murrell made a careful canvass; of
the entire State, securing specimens as

nearly perfect as posslble. and these were

kept in cold storage until opened for the
contest in the summer of this year. They
had kept splendidly and in the contest
of leading winter apples. four of the
ilve exhlbits ohosen by ths Government
expert to represent Virginia, were from

Bedford county. The Albemarle Pippins
grown in Bedford at the foot of the Pea>s
of Otter were selected over tho best cpect-
mens from Albemarle and other plppln
ccunties.
Thus at Paris, in a contcst open to

every -fmit growing country. the app!es
of'Bedford were adjudged the best in the
world.
During the fail many tlioirrand peach,

plum and apple trees wero planted.

ALEXANDRIA INDUSTRIES.
The Sotitliern Railroad to Mnlte Ex¬

tensive Tmin'ovenients,
(Special Dispatch to The Times.)

ALEXAXDRIA, VA., December 31..
During the paet year Alexandria hna add¬
ed several new industries and has mado
considerable progress. though not as
many as in former years.
What premises to be a blg Industry is

the manufacturirrg of the Kuhu Formal-
dehyde-, which is a disinfecting machine.
Tlie cwr.ers ciaim that the government
has signifiedi their intention of adoptirtg
them. as has many cf the large railroad
and steamboat lines. The machine i* new
manufaetured' here, but c:t a small ecale
at present. and promises" to develop Into
a big iiKlustry.
The Carson Spoke Company, situated

at Xew Alexandria. south of this city, Ist
doing a thrivir.g business. and their goods'
are beir.g shipped to foreign lands.
Tne Barltese Miil, which for some time

hasj been dormant. recently opened under
more auspicious circumstaiices.
The wholesale firm of 'Messrs. Chas.

King & Son. opened Q cannlns factoo*,
which has pro-ved a big success. and it
is more than prcbaalc that many more
will .be opened here before long.
Aiexatulriarts have beceme decpiy inter-

este*} in the proposed menYorial bridge
and many representative citizer.s bave
worked indefatigably to secure the pas-
sage of the bill. If the bridge is ever buiit
it will undonbtedly faelp this city.
There is aiso a movement on foot among

tne members of tne Buiiriess Men's
I^eague to secure an appropriation of $50.'-
U00 for the eniargement of the postolllce,
which it is claimed is cntirely fcadequate
fc-r tne many purposcs it is now used.
The coming of the new year will be
marked l y extensive improvements
which the Southern Railway Company
cor.templates making here. It is the
connpany's intention to also erect a. new

deoot.
Many sales of real estate have been

made during the past year and the value
of lt has not depreciated by ar.y means.

Manv small firms have aiso started
and are doing weil- Aiexandr'.a is ex-

celientlv situated for a manufacturing
city. with deep harbor and excelient rail¬
road facilities.
The new year wi'.l be one of unusual ac-

tivity.

WHERE PROSPERITY REIGNS.

Giles County Kaphlty Devclopins Its

ISusioeast and Kcsum-ces.

(_Sincial Dis'.atch to The Times.)
PEARJL'SBURG, VA.. Dec. L*2-Giles coun-

ty i-' passing through an epoch of pros¬
perity which she has not enjoyed hcre-
tofore. ,

Being a very small county. it nas bu.

ilttie room for many improvements. but

there are now in successful operation two

larze steam tanneries. viz-, Cover, Dray-
ton & Leonanfs iarge plant at Narorws,
omploying t>0 to 80 men, and Leas & -Mc-

Vitty's plant, at Pearisburg, employing
afty or more men. The latter are ad ling
a large additicn. which will Increase their
capacity about flfty per cent.
Tne lumber tndus'try in the county is

quite an important one. Eesides a num¬

ber of smalier mills. the two larger, which
might be mentkmed. are the" mills of the
Porteriield Lumber Company. at Interior,
cutting 50,000 to 75.000 feet per day. and
the mills of the Youken-Merriman Com¬
pany, at Narrows and on Wolf creek.
which. when completed. wiil probably be
the Iargest in the county.
Of railroads it has the Norfolk and

Western. dividlng the county in half: the

Blg Stony Railroad, entering the large
tmYber and mineral lands of the Mountain
Lake- Land Company. an dthe Xew River,
Ho'lstpn and Western. which is being eon-

strueted up Wolk creek to fntersect with
the Xorfoik and Western at Narrows. Thls
road will open up the timber and mineral
lands of Wolf creek, Blahd county and
na rts of Tazeweil county.
Giles county has se'ven rolicr mills ir.

successful operation. ar.d the Stbny Creek
Milllng Company w:ii have thelr new miil
completed by March 1st. 1901. Besides
these there are a number of small bcrr
mills.
The countv ls in a good, sound Rnancial

condition, and during the last year erected
a handsome stee-1 bridge at (Ripplemead,
across Xew River, at a cost of JlS.t;<X>. A

large amount of money Ls being expended
on roads tributary to tiie several rail¬
roads.
CatMe-ralsisig is the most profltable ag-

ricultural pursuit. the lands betng aoapteu
to blue grass. 'Uie farmers nnd graz:::g
more satisfaetory ar.d prolitalbte.
Giles county is not on a. boom out <-¦>

joy^ a constantt, regular and hea.thy tir.an-

cial growth.

\\ illlamsburs.
(Spprl.il Dispalrh to The Times.)

WILLLAMSBURG. VA.. Dec. 27..Wil-
llamsburg made rapid strides towards in¬

dustrial progress thls year. Taere are

thlrty merchantile cstabl4sSments, anu

no failure for eight years.
A Business Men's Association was or-

ganized, which has proved a great st;mt-

ius to bus:ne=s interests. The iirst large
industry the knitting miil, was located

through the efforts of this organization.
Among the new Industries started in

1000 are: The Williamsburg Knitting Miil.
w;t- a capital of 130,000, empioyai? laO

operatives; the Williamsburg Steam Laun-

dry Companv; a new $8,000 laundry at the

Easteri State Hospltal, and water works
at William and Mary College.
Many new houses- have been bu-.it and

others in progress of erection. Tlie as-

sessed value of real estate nas Incnwised
over $100,000 in the past few years ... rt'.n-

chises have been granted to two telephone
companies. which are now at work on

thTh'e Legislature will bo asked for *he

prlvilege of borrowing $:?),000 to ms:-l
water-'works and sewerage.
Xever within the history of the city

has there been as much real substantial
erowth.

Iiawreiice'ville.
(Speclal Dlspatch to The Times.)

E-YWREXCEVILLE. VA.. Dec. 3L.
Bru'r.swick county is in a very prosperous
condition. The Seaboard Air-Lme Ratl-yay
has constructcd its r.,..m line -hrough the

county. and with it come tfanber dealers
who paid a great many of the citizens good
r.r-ees for their timber: and, conseuuent-
ly there were many improvements made

bv the farmers on their -arms.

\ Kaotist church has been ereced dur¬

ing the past year and addttions have

been made to the building,- of both ho-

tels.
_

While Hall-
WIIITE HALL, VA., Oec.; 31-Soecial.-

White Hall, has steadily forged ahead

during 1000.'and every branch of business

has enjoved the prosperous wave. More

timber and raiiruad cross-ties can be

seen to-dav along the Buckingnam
Branch of the Cheasapeake and Omo
Railway, awaiting shlpment than ever

before, and the trade in general merchan¬
dise for the past year may be conserva-

tively estimated to have been between
seventy and eighty thousand dollars.
The "tobacco trade has Increased, and

theoutloook is very encouraging. So
far the sale of leaf tobacco at the ware-

houses has exceeded last year with only
a small percent of the crop marketed.
With the beginning of the new year and

¦the resumptlon of business, the managers
feel conndent of a larger trade than ever.

With a united action of the buslnes3
men of Whlte Hall and tne co-operation
of the citizens in the county tributary to

it. the commercial importance of White
Hall wUl be considerably advanced dur-
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Adyersity uadSoocess.
(Special Dispatch to Tho Tlmes.)

HILLSVILLE VA.. Dec. 31..The yea*
1900 has not been a deridedly prosperoun
year for the people of Carroll county. It
fact, prosperity and adversity have al-
tenated with each other to such an ex-

tent that it would require a pretty closa
balar.ee of accouats to determine aue-a-

rateiy whieh prepor.derates. Whilst tha
weather continued cool until very late in
the spring. it was nevertheless quite fa¬
vorable to the planting out of sprim*
crops. The resuit was very large crojrt
of com, oats. buckwheat. potatoes and
cabbage. June and July were unusual¬
ly wet months. so airti so that farmers
could scarcely find opportunity to tend
their crops. The clocdy rainy weather
caused the cora stalks to shoot up so

rapidly that they did not mature well and

consequently were too tender to withstand
the succeedlng hot suns that prerafted
during the months ot August and Septem¬
ber. On the 2lst ar.d 23d days ol No¬
vember fell the greatest Rood that eves
visited this part of the co ntr ta the

memory ot the oldest Inhabll ct On
Sunday night. November 2!st. the raia

came down in torrents. but or. Monoay,
the 2_J. iro-m 1 -A- M- Uj :-

M., it fe'.l in great aheeta Every
creek in the county rlooded every foot <n

bottom land along Us banks. and awept
away the last trestige of cors. oats. ltay,
fencea and everything.
Many persons think the loss in tarra

products caused by this dood to be about
15 per cent. of the products ot the en¬

tire county.
Now. to compensate to some extent

(Continued on Twelfth Page.)

You have falled to add to Rlchmor.dTs
prosperity if you havo no poUetes with
your City Company.the Virginia Stat»
Insurance Company.
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